Extended annotation to the Roman Horak’s book “I wished liberty to the
chained” (Publisher “Apriori”, Lviv, 2015 318 p.)

The name of the book “I wished liberty to the chained”, which highlights the
biography of Ivan Franko, is taken from his poem "The thought in prison" and in this
regard considers the whole life the writer dedicated to serving his people. Like Taras
Shevchenko wished to see him in “a new free family” and as his Stonemason fell on
the way fighting for his freedom.

The book is based on documentary materials, most of which has not been used
in the biography of the writer; it was suppressed or distorted served in the sake of the
current ideology. It is devoid of ideological dogmas which have always been present
in this case.

Based on a broad documentary base widespread false version of the national and
social origin of Ivan Franko is refuted, which has been so widely used so far and proves
the Ukrainian roots of Ivan Franko. The conditions in which Ivan Franko grew are
widely highlighted, also the influence of parental forge on him, where farmers came
together with their pains and complaints caused by fear of restoring the serfdom. The
father’s unconditional service to the interests of the community and the mother’s noble
character who came from a nearby Yasenytsi Sil’na village influenced the writer
greatly and served as a good example.

In the book the childhood of the writer is considered, as well as his education in
rural primary school, and then in Drohobych normal school and high school, which
was reflected in the works of Ivan Franko and in many cases has been covered
improperly in the up to date Franko study. By example of studying in these educational
institutions conditions in which Ukrainians of Galicia had to be educated was
considered. Considerable attention is given to the education system of secondary
schools in Austria-Hungary in those times.

An important period in the life of Ivan Franko was studying in the Lviv
University at the beginning of his literary work, which immediately became contrary
to traditions and views on the literature problems. Widely exploited in the Soviet
literary theme of the so-called first Ivan Franko’s “socialist” process is considered and
refuted.

Considerable attention is paid to the problems of the first works of Ivan Franko,
written on the basis of the status of workers in Boryslav, which never was under
attention of literature of those days. These works are imbued with the idea of fighting
for a better future of all these section of forgotten ruthlessly exploited population.

The second arrest of Ivan Franko is associated with visiting of Galicia by
emperor and another writer’s arrest results in enriching Ukrainian literature with such
works as “Eternal revolutionist”, novel “On the bottom” and the novel “Boryslav
laughs”, which Soviet literary criticism tried to represent as one of the first narrative
that consolidated the method of “socialist realism” in Ukrainian literature. Along with
this, in 1880 famous Ivan Franko’s hymn "It’s not the time" was written which has
become a national hymn. The reasons for writing the hymn was caused by the refusal
of international social democracy to give the right to Ukrainians to have their own state
and destined them to service to the nations, which conquered them and included them

in their structure. .



Created and Inspired by Franko Radical Party was the first Ukrainian party
which in its program made a point about the struggle for the independent and unified
Ukraine. In point of service to his people political and social activities of Ivan Franko
is reviewed, who has gone a long way from admiration of utopian socialism to fierce
criticism of Marxism and “barracks” type of Engels state and the establishment of the
national idea of the Ukrainian state. Considerable attention is paid to a book
highlighting the conditions in which Ukrainian obtained higher education and their
struggle for a national university. Preventing Franko from teaching in Ivan Franko Lviv
University served as an example. In view of the desire of liberty for chained,
participation in the elections to the Parliament and the Viennese Galician Seym and the
struggle for equal voting rights for its people under the Empire was considered.

The book extensively narrates about the personal life of Ivan Franko, the story
of writing a number of his works relating to the personal experiences of the writer. All
the stories are conducted against the background of the description of contemporary
society.

The Ivan Franko’s conflicts with strangers to Ukrainian intelligentsia and
misunderstanding with the leaders of the Polish community are highlighted. The book
narrates about the Ivan Franko’s diseases gained during the arrest, and then deftly used
by his enemies for discrediting Franko in the eyes of society. A valuable and accurate
is showing the last days of Ivan Franko writing his poem “Moses”, which is the
culmination of his work.

Franko was often not understood and punished sometimes even by his close
people, he persistently followed way, which led to the freedom of his people and to the
Promised Land. In the way not any abuse, nor prison, nor hate of his enemies and
“friends” could stop him. Felt himself the son of his people, who he can’t betray,
because in that case, as he confessed, would become mean against his own conscience.
If Taras Shevchenko awakened the Ukrainians, Ivan Franko has become their teacher
in the struggle for freedom - these are the leitmotif of the book.



Review
to the Roman Horak’s book “I wished liberty to the chained” (Publisher
“Apriori”, Lviv, 2015 318 p.).

Until recently, the work of Ivan Franko and his biography deliberately in order
to please the current ideologies distorted. All the creative work of Roman Horak up to
date has been aimed to refute a number of incorrect and distorted, and often hushed
facts in the works and biography of Ivan Franko. Reviewed work can be observed as
the result of Roman Horak’s hard work. The value of the book obvious as it’s based on
documentary sources and the presentation of the material is subordinate to the title of
the book from which it is clear all exploit the Life of Ivan Franko, who in our culture
is called the Stonemason of the progress, Titan of thought and speech, eternal
revolutionary and Moses of his people. The Author least of all resorts to the praise,
and shows how difficult Ivan Franko’s way was, who was often not understood and
punished by “his people” and “others” and to whom the star was always shining
showing him the way to his land — a free and independent Ukraine. The author of the
book adheres to this idea at all stages of describing life and career of the writer. The
highlighted pedigree of Franko both paternal and maternal lines, as well as coverage
of the pedigree of his wife Olga Khoruzhynska was really new in the book, their
marriage which looked like the unity of the torn empires two parts of Ukraine and the
unity of intellectuals and simple people.

The whole way of Ivan Franko’s life, his childhood, primary school, high school
and university is covered on the background of the social relations, morality and
preferences of society of those times.

The reader learns for the first time about the orders in secondary schools,
universities and other organizations. A valuable is the fact that always in the fight for
the freedom of his people there was always a support from Ukraine and big role in
fighting Valuev Circular and Ems Ukaz prohibitions of Ukrainian language of Galicia
and its institutions played Franko who was the motor.

The author touched the topic of intimate relations of Franko, resulting in the
masterpiece of the global intimate lyrics collection “Withered Leaves”.

There is clarification in the book on the case of Ivan Franko’s attempts to work
in Lviv University and the role of Ukrainian “patriots” played while, Lviv University
Senate, and emperor governor in Galicia, which by all means blocked the way to Ivan
Franko to the department.

Throughout the entire book Franko’s difficult way is traced, the desire to bring
the light of the knowledge to his people and neither prison nor hatred of friends and
foes could stop him. He always was the son of his people and he worked off penny that
peasant gave him, to achieve those heights from which shines the will and spirit of
freedom.

The book brings clarity to the nature of the Franko’s disease and denies
knowingly distributed rumors about him that were intended to discredit the writer. It is
thanks to the efforts of the author who eventually included clarify in this matter for
interpretation of which several groups of experts have been organized. The author also
clarifies the relationship with the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, atheism of Ivan
Franko which has been widely advertised in literature, his rejection of confession and
funeral of Ivan Franko. !



The book is imbued with love for the writer, captures the idea of serving to his
nation and shows a writer as an example of what can be done to the people even in the
most unsuitable conditions.

In a peer-reviewed book the author pursues another detail which is important
when writing the works of similar subjects. The highest culture of the people’s is its
memory, and the highest expression of the culture of the memory is its accuracy.
Sticking to this principle, the author raises many issues and clarifies a lot of issues in
the works and biography of the writer.

The book is written in a beautiful style which is close to the scientific style and
is very similar to Ivan Franko style, when he wrote essays on such topics. The book is
complemented by a number of photographs that give a better idea of the times in which
Franko lived and worked. Of course, that book is a valuable heritage of Ukrainian
literature and deserves to be awarded by international Ivan Franko Award. The award
both would crown merits of the author, which he did on the Franko study field and as
a writer and scholar of Ivan Franko and promoting his work being the head of the most
prestigious museum of Ivan Franko in Ukraine
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